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sponsored pressures against North Vietnam (DRV) and Communist- ^: 

’ > ' ' '.'J r ;> . . V . I 
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THE COURSES OF ACTION a ; -(/ 

’ : A/V I- 

Actions by GVN Armed Forces, US-aided but unacknowledged . pr 

. - . . .1 " it tj’:/ 

(Scenario II).* Such actions as: • . : . ^ r 


A. Cross border operations in Cambodia and Laos ;.. r 
(hot pursuit, and RVNAF/FARMGATE attacks on selected 
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VC targets in Laos and on the SVN-Cambodian border) . • '•* / 

B. RVNAF/FARMGATE attacks on selected targets in the \ / • • 

' - :’•••• ’-V- v / 

DRV (less sensitive targets such as LOC’s and facilities ' . •./ 


supporting the insurrections). . 

C. RVNAF amphibious/airborne commando raids on 

selected targets in the DRV.’ . .” 

D. Aerial mining operations. ' ■ •' -. 
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E. .RVNAF/FARMGATE (including B-57) attacks against .. - 
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sensitive DRV military and industrial targets. ' vv/'.-- 
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We do not consider the consequences of those lesser actions. - r \~. g 

which comprise Scenario I. . - o '' uV/A:./ | 


. 


Xerox 


from Quick Copy . , 


LIMITED DISTRIBUTION 















II. Overt US Actions against the DRV and Communist-held : 
Laos 7 

(Scenario III). Such actions as: * . » *; V; 


A. Air strikes • : ’ : 

B. Naval bombardment : "V. 

‘ . ' • * . ' " ' " » •.* v * V 

C. Air and surface harassment of maritime traffic 
in the South China Sea and the Gulf of Tonkin,- . ... 

D. Naval quarantine of the DRV 7 
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•’ E. The commitment of US combat forces in South Vietnam. ; 7 7 ' .|7. 

• ■ . .7 ; . 7 . 

III. The Principal objectives of actions contained in both • . 7 ik 

• • : 7 > - ' 

scenarios would, in general terms, be : ..... \- : 'V 

A. To cause the DRV to take such actions as would (1) . gj' 

result in a major, lasting reduction of the VC threat * v.'-* % 

... • ‘77 $;• 

in SVN, and (2) insure the survival of a genuinely ; . - ^ \ y 

- \ ‘ . i •’ -T f ^ . if i t 1 *::' 

neutral Laos. * 

B. To give the GVN and the RLG, thereby,' the : opportunity -vpl 
>•"“ to improve their military-political performance so that' ^» '. 7 ';:’ ,'iv 

present US commitments could be reduced, in time,; without 
great risk to the subsequent security of the GVN and'RLG. 7'.7"7; .fe 

C. ' In any case, to improve markedly the situations in . ' -7-7V ;.|i|; 


both South Vietnam and Laos at least temporarily,, and 
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thus strengthen the US bargaining position for future ”..., -p 
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THE ESTIMATE 


I. NATURE OF THE PROBLEM 


A. The relationship between actions against the DRY 

. .. * ‘ . j •. 

'• ’ and results in SVN and Laos, and the problem’of US-DRV, . ;■ 

US-ChiCom and US-Soviet communication regarding our . • .•••: '•••/; 
' intentions and demands. ' ^ 

j ■■•* " ’ V • w - ^ .... * *•’1- 

B. The nature of the DRV/VC threat in SVN .... -- 

*♦ • 

' C. The nature of the DRV/PL threat in Laos ^ • 

" ’’ . * 
w . - . 

D. The relationship of China to the situations in SVN 

and Laos. ‘ 

E. The relationship of the USSR to the situations in SVN: 

and Laos. . . • . • ■ /■ . •'vZ 


PRINCIPAL FACTORS INFLUENCING REACTIONS TO US AND-US--/ 


SPONSORED ACTIONS 


'■ *■ \ *<•! -> •»' 


A. The DRV view of its stake in SVN and Laos - ' ; / v * 

B. DRV ability to control the level (up or down) of . 

VC and PL activity. ' ■ v- ' 


C. DRV military capability to counter actions against its 


territory. 
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D. DRV willingness to,sustain damage. .. 




E. DRV appraisal of the value and hazards of Soviet and ‘ 

Chinese Communist. rescue. : v — •' 
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F. DRV ju dgme nt of the weight'to attach to world pressures' ^ •_ 

(Communist and non-Communist) against the US initiatives.^-' - \ , 
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G. 'DRV assessment of Us, GVN, and RLG morale and dssfe^V-^'. .\Y. t- 
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determination. • ■ .... 
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H. • The interests and capabilities of Communist China re ^ ,-j- 
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the issue. 


I. The interests and capabilities of the Soviet Union . 

J. The interests of-other principally concerned powers. ^ . *•*. !- 
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III. PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF THE GIVEN COURSES OF ACTION 


A. ; Consequences of Scenario II - Level US-Aided 
GVN Actions ' •- •• VV-'S.’ 
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. l.v . DRV military,. diplomatic, and propaganda, reactions.: ‘ 
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■' ‘ . ■ 2.'” Chinese Communist reactions J •■■■*-. : • V; 1 '.-' - * V-f 
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including the Sino- 
Soviet. relationships 


Chinese Communist reactions 
- ■ 3 • " Soviet react ions. 

' Y, - Reactions of other-principally interested parties 

...... • v • .* ■ .T \ 

(Cambodia, Thailand,' Philippines, _ Japan,. Indonesia^.; -. I 

. ... • • - . / • . ;'•••.* '** •*. J '".. ■ j' 

Uk, France, UN). ' 
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5. Degree to which the above reactions might vary 
significantly according to'the particular action 
undertaken. 

6. Resulting consequences and situation. 

7. Consequences of failure. ■ - 


Consequences of Scenario III - Level US Actions *... 


1 - 7. (As A above). • 
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